TWO ON A TOWER

' I cannot agree with you,' she said, turning her
face askance, for she knew not how much of her
brother's language was sincere, and how much
assumed, the extent of his discoveries with regard to
her secret ties being a mystery. At moments she was
disposed to declare the whole truth, and have done
with it. But she hesitated, and left the words unsaid;
and Louis continued his breakfast in silence.

When he had finished, and she had eaten little or
nothing, he asked once more, * How do you intend
to answer that letter? Here you are, the poorest
woman in the county, abandoned by people who used
to be glad to know you, and leading a life as dismal
and dreary as a nun's, when an opportunity is offered
you of leaping at once into a leading position in this
part of England. Bishops are given to hospitality ;
you would be welcomed everywhere. In short, your
answer must be yes.'

'And yet it will be no/ she said, in a low voice.
She had at length learnt, from the tone of her
brother's latter remarks, that at any rate he had no
knowledge of her actual marriage, whatever indirect
ties he might suspect her guilty of.

Louis could restrain himself no longer at her
answer. 'Then conduct your affairs your own way.
I know you to be leading a life that won't bear
investigation, and I'm hanged if I'll stay here any
longer!'

Saying which, Glanville jerked back his chair, and
strode out of the room. In less than a quarter of an
hour, and before she had moved a step from the table,
she heard him leaving the house.
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